
St. Christopher Catholic Parish 
Pastoral Council 
 
FINAL Minutes 
Meeting #7 2020-2021 
 
Date:  March 9, 2021 
Time:  6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Location: St. Andrew Parish Center, Room #1 
 
Members: Paul Gallimore, Bill Kuchenbecker, Nick Haun, Bill Paar, Lisa Keen, Matt Krippner, Steve  

Salerno.  Ex officio: Fr. Rob Butz (pastor), Sue Barker (trustee) 
 
Sending Regrets: Dave Chodorowski 
 
Guest:  Amy Harker 
 

Meeting agenda items 
 
1. Opening prayer & spiritual orientation Our meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM, with a 

request for prayer intentions; prayer led by Nick Haun. Nick continued by sharing a passage 
from the text “The Joy of the Gospel.” 

2. Guests: Amy – 40 min 
a. Go Make Disciples – Amy Harker facilitated our discussion about this month’s topic,  

“Truth.” From Bishop Hying, “Truth is a Person, Jesus Christ, who came to show us the 
way to the Father. This Truth sets us free from sin and death. In that we rejoice and give 
thanks.” How exhausting it must be if we do not have/know truth? How do we respond to 
relativism in a loving way? (“Who am I to Judge: What is Truth?” was recommended for 
viewing.). 

i. Of all the items addressed in this year’s “Go Make Disciples” newsletters, what is 
one way in which you have deepened your understanding of the truth? What is 
something that the Church teaches us that provides us a fuller understanding of 
our faith? 

ii. Two bible passages were shared and reflected upon: 
1. John 18: 33- 38 My Kingdom is Not of this World 
2. John 8: 31-35; 40 Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are 
3. Challenge question for reflection: In what ways do you relate to the Jews 

or Pilate in these stories? 
b. Vision update – The “Parish Life Cards” are still in development. The next step is to 

finalize the design, vet the content with leaders, print, and disseminate. The Welcome 
Team will use these cards as a tool to make connections and ensure a well-rounded 
slate of program offerings. The website will be updated to include the Vision. 

i. SMART Goals will be developed by the staff around the vision. Ideas from the 
Council are welcomed.  

ii. Go Make Disciples – We are approaching Phase II (Forming the 72): Ideas for 
evangelizing/reaching those in the pews and those outside the church were 
welcomed. 

iii. Adult Faith Leadership– Susan will lead a summer training session. 
Recommended names are welcomed. Those trained will be asked to participate 
in the fall. 

iv. Religious Ed – May 2 Confirmation (at St. Maria Goretti) and May 15-16 First 
Communion 

v. Parish Picnic likely to occur on May 2 (May 9 as rain date- Mother’s Day); Bring 
your own food. This would be open to all families 

c. Post-COVID parish planning 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-03/pope-francis-eight-gospel-joy-church-pontificate.html
https://watch.formed.org/videos/what-is-truth-answering-common-questions
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2018%3A33-38&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A31-35&version=NIV
https://www.madisondiocese.org/phase-1


i. Specific details are forthcoming. Amy welcomes feedback about the strengths 
and wonders of the religious education program. 

ii. We are likely to continue the Evangelization and Encounter Nights 
iii. Amy sought ways of encouraging parental reflection about why they send their 

children to religious education. 

3. Review and approval of previous minutes 
a. Consensus was provided for the minutes as presented. 

4. New Business 
a. Parishioner outreach post-COVID -10 min 

i. How to get people back in a post-COVID environment?  
ii. Could a personal telephone call bring people back? Father will work with Susan 

to share a draft of his script for potential callers. 
b. Holy week plans – 10 min – Father Rob sought input from the Council about whether to 

survey parishioners about their potential to attend Good Friday services. 
Recommendation was to forgo the survey, in lieu setting up the overflow room for a 
televised feed and encourage ushers to politely remind parishioners to make room.  

c. Council re-organization update – ministry liaison, stewardship – 5 min 
i. Nick met with Father about our pillar work, and he will meet Steve Davies 

regarding stewardship 
ii. More information to follow about revisioning work ahead. 

d. Council election process - 10 min Lisa Keen, Bill Kuchenbecker, and Nick Haun: 3 seats 
are open – Departing Nick Haun, Matt Krippner, and Ann Lease 

1. Education of parishioners:  Masses 3/21 
2. Nominations open:  3/27 – 4/4 
3. Notification of candidates, collect bios, assemble ballot:  4/5-4/16 
4. Publish ballot:  4/19 
5. Election window:  5/1-5/9 
6. Count ballots, notify candidates, publish results:  5/10 – 5/11. 
7. Transition meeting 6/8 

e. St. William representation on council – 5 min 
i. The Council unanimously asserted that we should have at least one 

representative (from the nomination pool) come from St. William’s. This site’s 
voice is critical to our important work. 

ii. Father will report back in April about interested candidates from St. William’s. 
f. Parishioner questions – Please notify chair in advance of meeting  

i. Is there an opportunity to revisit some of the traditional music? 
1. Is it possible to repeat some of the traditional songs?  
2. Consensus was to encourage uplifting music as we exit the Church. 
3. Father pulled a number of recent mass aides. He noted several examples 

in which a mix of traditional and contemporary selections were played. 
4. Father thoughtfully noted that he will reflect upon this question and 

respond accordingly. 
g. Items from the Council – Please notify chair in advance of meeting 

 
5. Open Issues 

a. Parish survey CARAS – 5 min The survey has been placed on hold. Before we can 
determine what outcomes the survey would have, Father wants to get to know our 
parishioners even more. 
 

6. Standing Issues 
a. [Stewardship and pillar updates – tabled pending reorganization] 
b. Voice of St. William – Noted previously in the minutes 
c. Parish Wins 

i. The kitchen is completed! Bill was lauded for his good work. 
ii. Father noted four new households to the parish. 



iii. Stations of the Cross were well attended this past Friday night. 
iv. The Encounter Night was very impressive – a lot of people coming to 

reconciliation. 
1. Might there be an opportunity to promote the names of the speakers prior 

to the event? Paul will email Susan about this thought. 
7. Agenda Items for Future Meetings 

a. Playground 
b. Parish center upgrades 

 
8. Action Items – As noted herein 

 
9. Adjournment 

 
a. Fr. Rob led us in a blessing to close our meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 

Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Salerno 

 


