
 

February 20th and 21st, 2021 
First Sunday of  Lent 

 

 
 

Christ in the Wilderness - Ivan Kramskoy 
 
Welcome to St. Christopher Parish!  We are blessed that you are here and have 
created this worship supplement to assist you in your prayer of  the Mass. The 
gospel today presents an invitation to each of  us.  It is an invitation to participate 
on the Good News of  God’s kingdom being present here and now.  We often 
think of  repentance as a heavy process.  It certainly can be.  However, every time 
that we realize that we need to repent is a grace, a gift from God.  He doesn’t 
share this gift to shame us but rather to give us the opportunity to be reconciled.  
Reconciliation is crucial for the restoration of  any and every relationship.  God is 
inviting you today into a deeper relationship with Him and those around you.  
What reconciliation is he putting on your heart today? 
 



Entrance Hymn: “DRAW NEAR, O LORD” 
Refrain:  Draw near, O Lord, our God, graciously hear us, guilty of  sinning 
before You. 

1. O King exalted, Savior of  all nations, see how our grieving lifts 
our eyes to Heaven.  Hear us, Redeemer, as we beg 
forgiveness. 

2. Might of  the Father, keystone of  God’s temple, way of  
salvation, gate to Heaven’s glory.  Sin has enslaved us; free us 
all from bondage. 

3. We pray You, O God, throned in strength and splendor, hear 
from Your people this, our song of  sorrow.  Show us Your 
mercy, pardon our offenses. 

4. Humbly confessing countless sins committed, our hearts are 
broken, laying bare their secrets.  Cleanse us, Redeemer, 
boundless in compassion. 

5. Innocent captive, unresisting victim, liars denounced You, 
sentenced for the guilty.  Once You redeemed us; now renew 
us, Jesus. 

 
Entrance Antiphon:  Psalm 91 (90):15-16 
When He calls on me, I will answer Him; I will deliver Him and 
give Him glory, I will grant Him length of  days. 
 
Greeting 
 
Penitential Act 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and in what I have failed to do, (striking their 
breast) through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault. Therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the 
Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for 
me to the Lord our God. 
 
Kyrie  
Lord, have mercy.   
R.  Lord, have mercy.   
Christ, have mercy.   
R.  Christ, have mercy.   
Lord, have mercy.   
R.  Lord, have mercy.   
 
 

 
 
 



Liturgy of  the Word 
 

 

First Reading:  Genesis 9:8-15 
     God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “See, I am now 
establishing My covenant with you and your descendants after 
you and with every living creature that was with you: all the birds, 
and the various tame and wild animals that were with you and 
came out of the ark. I will establish My covenant with you, that 
never again shall all bodily creatures be destroyed by the waters of 
a flood; there shall not be another flood to devastate the earth.” 
God added: “This is the sign that I am giving for all ages to come, 
of the covenant between Me and you and every living creature 
with you: I set My bow in the clouds to serve as a sign of the 
covenant between Me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 
earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the covenant 
I have made between Me and you and all living beings, so that the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all mortal 
beings.” 
The Word of  the Lord.   
R. Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 25:4-5, 6-6, 8-9 
Refrain:  Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep Your 
covenant. 

1. O Lord, make me know Your ways.  Teach me Your paths.  
Guide me in Your truth, and teach me; for You are the God of  
my salvation. 

2. Remember Your compassion, O Lord, and Your merciful love, 
for they are from of  old.  In Your merciful love remember me, 
because of  Your goodness, O Lord. 

3. Good and upright is the Lord; He shows the way to sinners.  
He guides the humble in right judgment; to the humble He 
teaches His way. 

 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
    Beloved: Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for the 
sake of the unrighteous, that He might lead you to God. Put to 
death in the flesh, He was brought to life in the Spirit. In it He 
also went to preach to the spirits in prison, who had once been 
disobedient while God patiently waited in the days of Noah during 
the building of the ark, in which a few persons, eight in all, were 
saved through water. This prefigured baptism, which saves you 
now. It is not a removal of dirt from the body but an appeal to 
God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into Heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him. 
The Word of  the Lord.   



R. Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 4:4b 
Praise and honor to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from the 
mouth of God. 
Praise and honor to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 1:12-15 
     The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and He remained in 
the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among wild 
beasts, and the angels ministered to Him. 
     After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 
proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” 
The Gospel of  the Lord.    
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Profession of  Faith 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of  Heaven and 
earth, of  all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of  God, born of  the Father 
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation He came down from Heaven, (all bow) and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate of  the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, He 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into Heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and His 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of  sins and I look forward to the resurrection of  the dead and 
the life of  the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of  The Faithful 
We pray to the Lord.             
R.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



For the whole church, driven by the Spirit into the desert of this holy 
season of Lent, that we may faithfully keep our Savior company in 
His trials, and let Him give us life in the realm of the Spirit, we pray 
to the Lord… 

For world leaders, that they may not yield to the temptations of 
power and greed, but work for justice and the rights of each human 
being, we pray to the Lord… 

For all of us sharing this Eucharist, encircled by the rainbow of 
God’s covenant and kept safe in the ark of holy church, that we may 
go forth bearing the olive branch of peace to all, we pray to the 
Lord… 

That God, whose compassion and love are from of old, may show 
His kindness and goodness by inspiring the people of this community 
to care for and serve the sick, the poor, the suffering, we pray to the 
Lord… 

For our faithful departed ones, that after their time of testing and trial 
in the body, they may know the ministry of the angels in heaven, we 
pray to the Lord… 

For the intentions we have offered on the prayer cards and all the 
prayers we hold in the silence of our hearts, (pause) we pray to the 
Lord... 
 
Prayer to Saint Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; be our defense 
against the wickedness and snares of  the devil.  May God 
rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O prince of  the 
heavenly host, by the power of  God, cast into hell Satan and all 
the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of  
souls.  Amen. 
 

Liturgy of  the Eucharist 
 
Offertory Hymn: “OUT OF THE DEPTHS” 
Refrain:  Out of  the depths I cry unto You.  My soul is longing for You, O my 
God.   
               Full of  mercy and forgiveness, the ways of  Your love. 

1. Hear my voice cry unto You.  Listen to my plea.  If  all our sins 
You would remember, how could we stand? 

2. More than darkness waits for the dawn, my soul waits for You.  
Though darkness may fall, daylight will follow.  Trust in our 
God. 

 

 



PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

Pray brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty 
Father. 
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
glory of  His name, for our good and the good of  all His holy 
Church. 
 
The Lord be with you.                       R. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts.                 R. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. R. It is right and just. 
 
Holy 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of  hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of  
Your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Memorial Acclamation 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection, 
until you come again. 
 
Doxology and Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil… 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil . . . as we await the blessed hope and the 
coming of  our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
R.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and 
forever. 
 
Sign of  Peace 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always.   
R.  And with your spirit. 
 
Lamb of  God 
Lamb of  God, You take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on 
us. (2X) 
Lamb of  God, You take away the sins of  the world, grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of  God, behold Him who takes away the sins of  the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper of  the Lamb. 
R.  Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
  

Communion Antiphon:  Psalm 91 (90):4-5 



He will overshadow you with His pinions, and you will find refuge under His 
wings.  His faithfulness will encompass you with a shield. 
Psalm 91 (90) 

1. He who dwells in the shelter of  the Most High, and abides in 
the shade of  the Almighty, says to the Lord, “My refuge, my 
stronghold, my God in whom I trust!” 

2. He will free you from the snare of  the fowler, from the 
destructive plague; for you has He commanded His angels to 
keep you in all your ways. 

3. They shall bear you upon their hands, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.  On the lion and the viper you will tread, and 
trample the young lion and the serpent. 

4. Since he clings to Me in love, I will free him, protect him, for 
he knows My name.  When he calls on Me, I will answer him; I 
will be with him in distress; I will deliver him, and give him 
glory. 

5. With length of  days I will content him; I will show him My 
saving power. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Act of  Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I 
embrace You as if  You were already there and unite myself  
wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen. 
 
Communion Hymn: “AS THE DEER THIRSTS” 

1. As the deer thirsts for running streams, my soul thirsts for You 
my God.  My soul thirsts for the living God; when shall I see 
Him, when shall I see Him, when shall I see my God? 

Refrain:  I will rejoice all the days of  my life in the hope of  my salvation.   
               I will sing praise all the days of  my life, I will sing praise to the Lord. 



2. In the daytime may the Lord command His Love to come upon 
the world.  Let me say to the Lord, my rock, “I will sing praise, 
I will sing praise; I will sing praise to You.” 

3. Why so downcast are you O my soul; why do you sigh within 
me?  Put your trust in the living God; He is your Lord, He is 
Your Lord, He is the Lord of  Lords. 

 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 
Final Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you.                          
R.  And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
R.  Amen. 
Go in peace, and glorify the Lord by your life.     
R. Thanks be to God.  
 
Recessional Hymn: “THE GLORY OF THESE FORTY DAYS” 

1. The glory of  these forty days we celebrate with songs of  
praise; for Christ, through Whom all things were made, 
Himself  has fasted and has prayed. 

2. Alone and fasting Moses saw the loving God Who gave the 
Law; and to Elijah, fasting, came the steeds and chariots of  
flame. 

3. So Daniel trained his mystic sight, delivered from the lion’s 
might; and John, the Bridegroom’s friend, became the herald 
of  the Savior’s name. 

4. Then grant that we, like them, be true, consumed in fast and 
prayer with You; our spirits strengthen with Your grace, and 
give us joy to see Your face. 

5. O Father, Son, and Spirit blest, to You be every prayer 
addressed; Who are in threefold name adored, from age to age 
the only Lord. 
 

All music and texts are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-735508.  All rights reserved. 

 

  



 



 


