
  

Elementary Religious Education Enrollment Letter 

Dear Parents, 

I know it has been said before, but I feel like it really cannot be said enough: What a whirlwind 2020 has been! 
Despite the challenges and uncertainties we now face in our day-to-day lives, we can be certain that Christ is with us. 
In scripture God promises, “I will never forsake you or abandon you.” (Heb 13:5). He is here with us in this mess. 
As the staff at Saint Christopher Parish has looked ahead to the coming school year, it feels as though we have 
planned and re-planned the year a dozen times. But in all this, one thing is clear – we need connection. Connection 
to each other and connection to Christ. I need this, we need this, our kids need this. So as we look ahead to a year 
that will be totally new and different, I invite you to dive in with me. Let’s meet the Lord who is walking with us 
and journey together (6 feet apart and with masks on) through the new school year. 

For the safety of our students and families, elementary religious education will look different this year. Our parish 
center is simply not large enough to safely distance the number of children in our program, and I know many would 
be uncomfortable with this level of exposure on top of school and/or work. After prayer and many discussions, we 
have decided to adopt a different model. We will create Family Groups of 3-5 families each that will co-educate 
their children with a parish-guided curriculum. One lead family per group will meet regularly with me for training 
and guidance, although all parents will be expected to participate in discussions and activities with their children. 
This model is known as Family Catechesis and is approved by the Diocese of Madison. It allows us to significantly 
reduce exposure, while still establishing a sense of community in the essential mission of educating our kids in the 
faith. A fully virtual option will be permitted for families that are uncomfortable meeting in person at this time. 
More information will be shared at the virtual parents’ meeting that will be held on Monday, September 14 from  
7-8pm. You must enroll your family in the program (see the enclosed link) to receive the Zoom meeting link. As a 
reminder, a consistent history of religious education is required for those who wish to receive sacraments. If you have 
concerns or need more information before registering, please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

One beautiful consequence of the new elementary education model is that it also allows us to expand our offerings 
for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS). CGS is faith formation rooted in the Bible and liturgy that uses the 
Montessori educational style. Historically, Saint Christopher Parish has only offered Level 1 CGS for ages 3 and 4. 
This year, we are pleased to offer all three levels (ages 3-12) on a first-come-first-served basis as a supplement to 
Family Groups. By its nature, CGS depends on a specific learning environment and thus will require meeting at the 
parish center and interacting with shared materials. Every effort will be taken to maintain appropriate distancing and 
sanitize shared materials between uses, but families should be aware and comfortable with these conditions prior to 
registration.  

Finally, we are delighted to offer a new faith formation experience for all ages in our Encounter Nights! Each of us 
has a desire in our hearts that cannot be filled until we have met Jesus in a deeply personal way. And after we have 
met him once, we naturally desire to encounter him again and again. Through Encounter Nights, we hope to create a 
space for Jesus to meet each of us - where we are - again and again. Oh, Good Jesus, come fill this space! At each 
Encounter Night there will be great music, Adoration, an opportunity for Confession, intercessory prayer, personal 
testimony, and a short preaching. Come rest and be filled by Christ. Children’s packets will be available to help kids 
engage in the evening, and each event will also be live-streamed from the Saint Christopher Parish Facebook page 
(although the experience is so much more powerful in person!).  

I hope you will walk with me again this year as we seek to meet Christ, follow Christ, and bear Christ. This is the 
mission of our church, which cannot be interrupted by pandemics, hatred, or fear.  

May the peace of Christ be with you always,  
 
Amy Harker 
aharker@saintchristopherparish.com  
Coordinator of Religious Education  
   



2020-2021 Elementary Religious Education  
Family Group Meeting Calendar 

Please refer to the enrollment letter for additional details regarding the class descriptions. Dates and times will vary for 
individual family groups, so they are not included here. Below is an outline of the expected meetings and parish events 
that are included in the Elementary Religious Education calendar. Sacrament preparation schedules can be found online 
and will be emailed to eligible families. 

September 13 Virtual parent-only meeting from 7-8pm on Monday, September 14. 
September 20 Family Group Meeting 
September 27 Family Group Meeting 

October 4 Family Group Meeting 
October 11 Family Group Meeting 
October 18 Encounter Night! Praise & worship at St. Andrew Church from 4-6pm on Sunday, October 18. 

November 1 Circle of Grace – Schedule to be announced 
November 8 Break – no required meetings 
November 15 Family Group Meeting 
November 22 Family Group Meeting 
November 29 Break – no required meetings (Happy Thanksgiving!) 

December 6 Encounter Night! Praise & worship at St. Andrew Church from 4-6pm on Sunday, December 6. 
December 13 Family Group Meeting 
December 20 Family Group Meeting 
December 27 Break – no required meetings (Merry Christmas!) 

January 3 Break – no required meetings (Happy New Year!) 
January 10 Family Group Meeting 
January 17 Family Group Meeting – Fun Day!  
January 24 Family Group Meeting 

January 31 Encounter Night! Praise & worship at St. Andrew Church from 4-6pm on Sunday, January 31. 

February 7 Family Group Meeting 
February 14 Family Group Meeting (Happy St. Valentine’s Day!) 

February 21 Break – no required meetings 
February 28 Family Group Meeting 

March 7 Encounter Night! Praise & worship at St. Andrew Church from 4-6pm on Sunday, March 7* 
March 14 Family Group Meeting* 

March 21 Break – no required meetings 
March 28 Optional Family Group Meeting – Snow-day catch-up or Holy Week celebration (Palm Sunday) 

April 4 Break – no required meetings (Happy Easter!) 
April 11 Family Group Meeting 

April 18 Family Group Meeting 
April 25 Family Group Meeting – Snow-day catch-up or Storybook work 

May 2 Parish Picnic & Storybook Presentations 

May 16 Encounter Night! Praise & worship at St. Andrew Church from 4-6pm on Sunday, May 16. 

*Weeks may be switched. The March Encounter Night is still in the planning phase, and the date may be changed to 
March 14. The confirmed date and updated schedule will be communicated, when possible. 
 
A note on Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS): CGS will also meet on the weeks that Family Groups are scheduled, 
either during the day on Sundays or in the evening on a weekday. The schedule for CGS will be determined after student 
enrollment. It is expected that all families enrolled in CGS will also participate in a Family Group.  


