
 

Message from Fr. Scott 

Dear Family of Faith, 

 

     Last November representatives from St. Ambrose Academy approached us with regard to buying part 

of our land and building a school to further their mission of providing Catholic education. Since that time 

we have been considering our need for the land, our mission for Saint Christopher parish, the mission of 

St. Ambrose Academy, and our responsibility to the global mission of the Church. It is imperative we be 

both prudent for the sake of our parish, as well as generous in the stewardship of this land over which 

God has given us responsibility. Canon law, established to order our activities toward the mission of the 

Church, can help us better understand our responsibility in supporting Catholic education: 

•  Can. 794 §1 The duty and right of educating belongs in a special way to the Church, to which 

has been divinely entrusted the mission of assisting persons so that they are able to reach the 

fullness of the Christian life.  

§2 Pastors of souls have the duty of arranging everything so that all the faithful have a Catholic 

education. 

• Can. 800 §2 The Christian faithful are to foster Catholic schools, assisting in their establishment 

and maintenance according to their means. 

     In addition to the responsibility we hold, what a gift it is to provide our children with a school that 

prioritizes our Catholic faith amidst a world in which it is opposed. Daily exposure to the Catholic faith is 

important in developing a strong religious foundation. Prioritizing moral values and promoting lifestyles in 

line with moral teaching allows our children’s school day to be an extension of what they are being taught 

at home. If our goal as a parish family is to bring our parish children up in the faith, to receive the 

sacraments, and to be confirmed as adults to further build God’s kingdom, what better way to sustain 

them in that mission than a quality Catholic education? 

 

     In seeking counsel from the diocese in regard to other potential uses of the land that could provide 

revenue, we were made aware of the land’s limitations. The land cannot be sold commercially and 

requires diocesan approval for a sale of any kind. With the land being contiguous with the current 

property, approval wouldl only be granted if the sale would benefit the mission of the Church. Outside of 

selling our land to a Catholic entity, we can develop it ourselves. In the near seventy years we have 

owned the land, we have not made any attempts or entertained discussions to develop it (examples of 

possible land use include a retirement center, food pantry, daycare, etc). To date, we have not needed 

the land. Future development plans for St. Christopher parish include expanding and updating our current 

buildings, not developing new construction on the land St. Ambrose is interested in. There is currently 

enough land in the cemetery to meet needs for the foreseeable future including a possible expansion.  

 

     At this point, we do not need the land for our use. We also do not need to sell the land for our financial 

gain. While we are working on a more sustainable stewardship plan for our parish to meet our expenses 

through our offertory, we do have assets and donations that allow us to meet our current needs and 

maintain our savings. We are financially stable. Any money acquired from the potential sale of our land 

would be allocated toward the mission of our parish. 

 

     Since our town hall meeting in March, the following events and conversations have taken place 

between St. Ambrose Academy (SAA) and Saint Christopher Parish (SCP): 



• We paid for a commercial appraisal to provide some relevance (not the land value). 

• We have conducted preliminary interviews with two recommended lawyers and received a 

budgetary estimate from one. 

• We met with John Philipp (Diocesan CFO, Chair of the Buildings Committee) and Jeff Lee 

(Diocesan land consultant) about our appraisal, options, the process, and best practices. 

• SAA worked with a traffic study company (who also worked with the City of Verona on the new 

High School impact), an engineering firm, and an architectural firm to study the soil, water 

distribution, traffic flow, building size, costs, and site plan for the land. 

• We communicated concerns that were gathered from the initial town hall meeting and leadership 

to SAA. Many of those concerns have already been addressed. 

• SAA provided us with a copy of their traffic study that included an updated site plan that 

addressed all of our site concerns.  

o Water: the soil drains well and can assume the sized buildings and parking lot necessary 

for the school. 

o Water: they plan to put drain tile around the perimeter of the property to help water flow to 

storm water drains instead of neighbors and SCP. 

o Easement: SAA will have its own entryway and exit approved by the city. 

o Snow Removal: We have retained the 40ft we will need for our current process. It is not 

included in the sale of the land. 

• I have received permission from the office of the Bishop as well as our incoming pastor, Fr. 

Robert Butz, to continue to move forward with the process. 

• SAA has provided a Letter of Intent to SCP with a preliminary offer. 

• SCP leadership met with me to discuss the offer as well as make suggestions on the negotiation 

process. 

     Our immediate next steps include a town hall meeting to review the ongoing site plan from St. 
Ambrose, along with other conversations with the city of Verona, Diocese, and St. Ambrose Academy. As 
we continue this process of discernment towards becoming neighbors with St. Ambrose Academy, please 
keep our parish leadership in your prayers. Let us pray for unity, wisdom, generosity, and fortitude to both 
know and do the will of God for our parish. It is my hope that this parish not only does what God wants, 
but also becomes who God desires us to be. 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Scott Emerson 


