
Joe Briguglio 
My name is Joe Briguglio. My wife Kate and I moved to Verona last year and we joined Saint 
Christopher Parish. We have two boys (James-6, Nathan-3) and are excited to welcome our third 
in August. I am a research scientist at Promega in Fitchburg. We have been blessed as a family 
by the support of the Saint Christopher Parish community and especially by the education co-op. 
I look forward to new opportunities to serve the parish on the Parish Council. 

John Darnell 
I am eager to serve you on the parish council by focusing on ways for us to unite as a faith 
community in our mission to know, love, and serve the Lord and each other. I moved to the Madison 
area in 2012 just before marrying my wife, Tara, and have been a parishioner at St. Maria Goretti, 
St. Francis of Assisi, and now Saint Christopher. I have worked in Technical Services at Epic for 8 
years, where I solve problems, manage projects, and manage staff, at one point leading a team of 
~90.  I have experience in campus ministry as a student at the University of Notre Dame, working 
with middle schoolers and high schoolers both as a catechist and Catholic school teacher, leading 
Marriage Preparation retreats, and by getting involved at Saint Christopher’s Educational 
Cooperative (my kids were students), Emmaus Days and singing as a member of our choir. 

 Becky Graveen 
My name is Becky Graveen, and I’ve been a member of Saint Christopher parish for 13 years.  
My husband Michael and I got married at St. Andrew’s, and our four children were all baptized 
here (Isabelle, Jonah, and twins Caleb & Elijah). I’ve been an extraordinary minister of Holy 
Communion at St. Andrew’s for about 10 years, and last year I started teaching religious 
education classes on Mondays. This year, I started taking Holy Communion to the homebound at 
Four Winds a few times before our visits had to stop. I’ve worked in Quality Assurance at Epic for 
the past 17 years, and part of my job is to question how the software works. I’ll bring that same 
mentality to Saint Christopher as a member of the Parish Council to ask the tough questions to 
help make the right decisions for the parish.  

Leah Heinzen 
My name is Leah Heinzen.  I have been a registered member of the parish for about 6 years.  
I currently help out with High School ministry and Love Begins Here. I am a good listener  
and work well with others. I would enjoy being a part of the council. Thank you. 

 Lisa Keen 
I grew up in Chippewa Falls as a cradle Catholic. During high school I served my parish as a 
catechist and lector. I moved to Baraboo in 1985 and joined St. Joseph's Parish where I also 
lectored. I married my husband Bill there in 1991 and we moved to Verona in 1992. Shortly after 
joining this parish I lectored for a few years and was a middle school catechist for 12 years. I have 
been a part of RCIA since 2002, first as a sponsor, then on the team that helps plan the sessions, 
and also as a presenter. I have been on the Adult Faith Formation team since its inception, 
participating and/or leading Bible studies, catechesis topics, book studies, and small Christian 
communities. One of those topics was Divine Mercy and, along with 4 others, formed a Cenacle of 
Divine Mercy. I am an Extraordinary Minister of Communion and recently took over the scheduling 
of the altar servers, lectors, greeters, EMHCs, and ushers. I started doing some of the sewing of 
banners and baptismal gowns this past year.  I hope to bring to the council my years of experience 
with the parish, especially my small group training with the future evangelization efforts that the 
Bishop has desired. 



 

 

Steve McKeon 
My wife, Jane, myself and our six children moved to Verona in 1991 and have been members of 
St Andrew’s for 29 years. As a widower, I live in Oregon and all my children live within a 15-mile 
radius of Verona. 

I’m semi-retired, with my hands still in the business. I have been in the food business for 50 years 
having spent my last 37 years in the cheese business. I’m a catechist for middle school children 
and an advisory member of the St Christopher school development committee. 

I’m particularly passionate about the need for Christ in the world at a time of so much 
confrontation and unrest and believe that the development of catholic education has the ability to 
instill new Christian sensitivity in a new generation of Catholics. 

Bill Paar 
At 71, Bill has been a Parish member all but 15 years.  Went to school and graduated at St. 
Andrew’s.  Bill has been a previous Parish Council member when we went thru the grouping of 
Churches.  As a Mass server, youth and adult, a Lecturer, Eucharistic Minister and Usher, Bill has 
served the Parish for many years.  As a charter Knight of Columbus member here at St. Andrew’s, 
he’s been a three time Grand Knight, District Deputy and currently Diocesan Program 
Coordinator.  Up till the pandemic, Bill has volunteered at Badger Prairie as Food Collection 
Coordinator and helped with the Saturday meals as a cook.  His work background was in 
Construction Design, field management and building material sales-both retail and 
manufacturing.  Bill would like to see the strength, knowledge and vitality return to our Parish. 

Jacob Riley 
I am the father of three young children and we have had the joy of being warmly welcomed into 
Saint Christopher’s Parish over the last 2 years. I enjoy being active and adventurous with my 
family, exploring the beautiful parks and biking trails around Wisconsin. I am eager to share my 
time and talents to support our Pastor and the mission of St. Christopher’s. I am committed to our 
parish family and I am excited to help grow and support this wonderful community. 

Steve Salerno 
Thank you for considering my nomination for this important role. As a member of Saint Christopher 
Parish for the past four years, I have enjoyed getting to know many of you in my roles as Sacristan 
(5:00 p.m. mass), Eucharistic Minister, and lector. In addition, I have made a number of friends 
while delivering the Eucharist at Four Winds Manor. My wife of 25 years (and girlfriend of 30), 
Rene, and I have two children: Kyra (22 years old) and Nick (19). We are grateful for the role the 
church has played in making our connection to the Verona community so very special. May we all 
live as He lived, love as He loved, and serve as He served. 

Barb Schmiesing 
My name is Barb Schmiesing. I graduated from UW-Platteville with an elementary education 
degree. I taught 5 years. Scott and I got married in 1998. We have 8 children. I homeschool our 
kids until 5th grade. We attend the Saintt Christopher Cooperative. This past year Scott and I 
taught 2nd grade catechism. I also enjoy coaching basketball watching my kids play sports. 


