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May 16, 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners of St. Christopher Parish, 
 

As part of the normal course of annual priest assignments during the Summer, precipitated by 
priest retirements and other considerations in weighing the transfer of priests for the common 
good of the diocese, it has been planned for some weeks to announce that Fr. Robert Butz, 
presently Pastor of Nativity of Mary Parish, Janesville, as the new Pastor of St. Christopher 
Parish, Verona, effective July 11, 2020. I know Fr. Butz is personally excited for this opportunity 
to serve the faithful people of St. Christopher Parish. 
 

On Friday, May 15th, Fr. John Sasse requested and was granted a personal leave of absence. 
Accordingly, he has resigned as Pastor of St. Christopher Parish in Verona. We thank Fr. Sasse 
for his committed and faithful service to the parish. Any early assignment change or departure 
from a parish often raises questions. Thus, most importantly in this era of our Church, and as we 
have repeated often for cases involving a sudden priest departure, please be assured that Fr. 
Sasse’s leave and resignation is not related to any accusation regarding inappropriate behavior 
with a minor or any financial impropriety. Beyond that, we protect a person’s right to a good 
reputation and respect the privacy inherent in personnel matters, especially with a personal leave 
of absence. Please keep Fr. Sasse in your prayers. 
 

Given this personal leave of absence, as of Friday, May 15, 2020, and effective until Fr. Butz’s 
arrival on July 11 2020, Fr. Scott Emerson is appointed to serve as the Parochial Administrator 
of St. Christopher Parish, while remaining the Parochial Administrator of neighboring St. Maria 
Goretti Parish in Madison. Fr. William Van Wagner has been appointed to serve as parochial 
vicar of St. Christopher Parish, while remaining parochial vicar of St. Maria Goretti Parish, thus 
working closely with Fr. Emerson at both parishes. Fr. Van Wagner will attend to St. Christopher 
Parish’s day-to-day spiritual needs under the guidance of Fr. Emerson during this brief, two-
month interim period. 
 

It is true that for many people, change can be difficult, especially when it arrives unexpectedly. 
However, we trust both in the immediate, short-term pastoral abilities of Fr. Emerson and Fr. 
Van Wagner, and look forward to Fr. Butz’s arrival in July as pastor of the parish. Collectively, 
they will continue the good work and ongoing initiatives at St. Christopher Parish. I’m also very 
grateful for the talent and good will of you, the faithful parishioners, as you guide and assist 
these wonderful priests as they seek to know, love, and serve you. 
 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
 
 
+ Donald J. Hying 
Bishop of Madison 


